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THE EASTER HOLIDAYS. 


AcAtn has the Lenten cloud that an- 
nually obscures the national pas- 
times of the people passed away, and 
the drama re-invigorated and re- 
freshed by the eclipse again beams 
forth in its varied and brilliant beau- 
ty. Every theatre at this festive pe- 
riod puts forth its novelty, and the 
pleasure seekers, the dramatic pa- 
trons, and the holiday folks are on 
the qui vive to know that there is a 
merry world as well as a brick and 
mortar one. 


to us by our ancestors, and certes, 
to witness the relaxed bow in mo- 
dern days—in times of incessant la- 
bour and income-tax-paying celebri- 


ty, the necessity of a relaxation from | 
every-day operations is obvious and | |. 
plain enough. With these feelings, | on Far ai. 


then, right joyfully we hail the re- | 


turn of merry Easter, with its frolics, 
gambollings, rich theatrical displa¥s 
of spectacle, and all that can tend 
to stimulate our natural love for 
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hale, hearty, and intellectual, legi- 
timate old English amusements. 
We rejoice greatly, therefore, at this 
gushing spring-time and _ holiday 
season, and greet the annual obla- 
tions of these dramatic offerings 
from the opera downward to the 
humble though splendid exertions of 
the Albert and Grecian Saloons for 
their lavish and wholesome prepara- 
tions to satisfy the tastes of their pa- 
trons—and although the depressing 
showers have descended and partial- 


“All work and no play | ly exercised an ungenial influence, 


makes Jack a dull boy” is a just | 


and righteous truism handed down | tion only (and that the “ Garden ” 


| reared by the rare genius of a Kem- 


the theatrical prospects are redolent 
of great promise. With one excep- 


ble) all is bright—and that a rich 


| harvest may be reaped from the 


ensuing summer season and follow 
the Easter holidays is our fervent de- 


DRURY LANE. 


Or this splendid national establish- 
ment we have this week to write in 





¥ the future tense, and we have a firm 
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assurance that the “ will be’s” will 
conduct to the result of high credit 
and honour on the management for 
his zealous pains in reinstating the 
right interests of Old Drury-lane. 
The production of the opera of Sap- 
pho has proved an immense hit, and 
the attractions of our countrywo- 
men, supported by native vocalists, 
has proved that the British public 
will patronise first-rate native talent 
when presented to them in the digni- 
ty and splendour that legitimate na- 
tive talent deserves. By crowded 
houses the twin vocalists — alike 
powerful and eminent—Miss Clara 
Novello and Mrs. Alfred Shaw, have 
been hailed with rapturous enthusi- 
asm, and little did we imagine, or 
could we hope, that the operatic va- 
cancy caused by the retirement of 
Miss Adelaide Kemble would be so 
early supplied. However, so it is; 
Miss Clara Novello is, questionless, 
the only leading prima donna on the 
boards ; and as a contralto singer 
Mrs, Alfred Shaw is unsurpassed. 
Every note falls from her with ma- 
gical effect; and nothing can be 
more beautiful than her clear, deep, 
perfect voice, with its fine pulsation, 
the throb of heart within it. This 
charming opera will run its brilliant 
course three times in the ensuing 
week, and will, doubtless, be the 
favourite of the season. We are 
also for the Easter week promised 
the first performance of Sheridan 
Knowles’ new play, entitled The 
Secretary ; anda splended attraction 
adapted by Planché, called Fortu- 
nio, or the Seven Gifted Servants. 
Miss Pincott, an actress of great me- 
rit and experience, is engaged ex- 

ressly for the principal character. 

r. Gustavus Brooke, an actor of 
great provincial celebrity, is also a- 
bout to essay the terrific trial of 
Hamlet before a London audience, 
and to tread in the footsteps of Kean. 
Should he succeed a revulsion would 
be effected indeed. If Mr. Brooke 
be possessed of the real histrionic 
powers for the Othellos, Richards, 








and Shylocks, he will certainly 
prove a rara avis.—Nous verrons. 
AstTLEyY’s.— There is a peculiar 
charm in an old name. The associ- 
ations are parental, and the feelings 
generous and social. Who can ever 
forget the feelings of his boyhood 
and his first night at Astley’s? The 
gay panoply of neighing steeds in 
all the glittering attire of crimson 
and gold—the imperial processions 
—the surprising scenes in the circle 
—the voltigeurs and gymnastic leap- 
ers—the tight and slack rope danc- 
ing—the battles, sieges, rescues, es- 
capes, bombardments, collisions of 
real men and horses—or the side- 
aching pangs caused by the panto- 
mimic games of Usher—the imperial 
clown and his well-trained cats, 
But these bright days have passed— 
Astley and Ducrow, whose spirits so 
long constituted the glories of this 
festive arena, have passed to that 
bourne from whence no traveller re- 
turns—wild and devastating confla- 
gration destroyed the very structure 
of the temple of so much imperial 
enjoyment — and from its ashes, 
Phoenix-like, has arisen a ‘** New 
Astley’s” redolent of bright days, 
of rare glories, and —- of 
pleasures to be realised by new pa- 
trons, new faces, and new genera- 
tions. It is incumbent on us, there. 
fore, both for the pleasure and in- 
struction of our readers, to attempt 
a slight pen-and-ink sketch of the 
designs and capabilities of the “* New 
Astley’s,” which opens wide its por- 
tals to its public patrons on Easter 
Monday in accordance with ancient 
custom, 

This magnificent theatre includes 
an arena of 148 feet in length, and 
is larger than any other theatre in 
London, There are two fronts— 
the old one facing Westminster-road, 
the other facing the intended new 
street from Westminster-road to 
Stangate. This forms the entrance 
to the gallery. The box-entrances 
are of course in the main front, and 
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ly separated from each other. The 
veneral form of the house is octago- 
nal; and the ring for the equestrian 
performances is placed in such a po- 
sition that a perfect view can be ob- 
tained from the distant seats of the 
upper gallery. 

The prevailing decorations are 
white, lemon-color, green, and gold, 
with rich crimson hangings for the 
private boxes, There are two full 
tiers of boxes, and two half tiers, 
ranging evenly from the two galleries, 
Each of the full tiers contains nine- 
teen open boxes. The circles are 
supported from the pit by eight Do- 
ric pillars and forty-six Corinthian 
columns, fluted in white and gold. 
There are six spacious saloons—two 
for the dress-circle, two for the pit, 
and two for the upper-boxes, with 
extensive refreshment places for the 
galleries. In the centre of the first- 
tier is the royal box, tastefully orna- 
mented. The new scenic curtain re- 
presents the triumphal procession to 
the Temple of Fame of the competi- 
tors from the games of the “ athletz,” 
with Fame distributing her gifts to 
the victorious Olympians. The de- 
corations consist of copies of the 

roductions of the ancient masters 
in entablatures of gold. From the 
rich allegorical dome is suspended a 
chrystal and gold chandelier, emble- 
matic of Fame holding the coursers 
of triumph. The proscenium forms 
a magnificent triumphal arch, and 
has been designed and erected by 
Mr. John Evans, the inventor and 
builder of the stage and proscenium 
of the St, James’s and other theatres. 
The stage measures 75 feet by 101, 
and is fitted with substantial plat- 
forms for equestrian spectacles, 

We greatly rejoice in the full re- 
suscitation of this unique establish- 
ment; and we are assured by the 
high and characteristic professional 
experience of Mr. Batty, aided by a 
strong company, and availing him- 
self of all the vast resources of his 
splendidly caparisoned new theatre, 
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possess the advantage of being wide- 


that he will gratify public taste and 
reap ultimately an honest and pro- 
fitable reward in return for his liber- 
al exertions. We most heartily wish 
him complete success, 

SADLER’s WELLS.—We cannot 
let an event like that of the benefit 
of Mr, J. Herbert pass off without 
further comment, not having space 
last week to notice it in a manner 
we think it deserves, The house was 
crowded with well dressed re a 
particularly the females; the bene- 
ficiare being quite a ladies’ man we 
were not surprised at it. The enter- 
tainments were well selected, and all 
the pieces went off with an éclat 
seldom witnessed at a benefit. 

In noticing the first piece, the 
Slave, it gave us much pleasure to 
witness the exertions of Mr. Colville 
who, for the first time, represented 
the arduous character of Gambear. 
This gentleman is no novice we 
think to the stage. He is of the 
middle stature and well proportion- 
ed; a pleasing voice, not very full 
but harmonious, and a good face capa- 
ble of great expression, which is fre- 
quently brought into action durin 
his performance. He went throug 
the part most respectably, and in 
many instances made a deep impres- 
sion upon the audience. Every sen- 
tence was marked with a discrimina- 
tion that shewed a perfect reading of 
the character he represented. Still, 
he is like all young actors, wanting 
bye-play,— he seems at a loss to 
know how to fill up the vacuum 
till it is his turn to speak again, and 

we observed he always stands in the 
same position while listening to 
others, and when he walks turns in 
his toes, which we think by a little 
attention he could readily avoid; 
these certainly are minor points and 
will easily be remedied by practice. 
He has we think all the necessary 
qualifications, and, upon the whole, 
we consider his performance highly 
creditable, 

And now for Howe, who surpris- 





ed us exceedingly. We cannot ac- 
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count for this gentleman always 
playing tragedy, and never could 
make up our minds to believe he had 


the least ability to play the first | 


range of characters which he has, 
for the last four years, been study- 
ing; if he had spent one fourth 
the time in studying light comedy 
ey we maintain he would have 
een next to none of the present day. 
His acting is decidedly genteel 
comedy, his representation of Mat- 
thew Sharpsett was really much to 
be admired ; he had the grace, ease, 
and buoyancy of an Elliston ; it was 
a rich treat, and we do hope he will 
study this line of acting for the fu- 
ture; we feel quite sure it is his 
forte, and he will with study excel. 
Herbert and Collier were very droll, 
and could not fail to please. Of the 
ladies the least we say the better. 
Miss Rankley was tame—unusually 
80; we thought she was not well. 
The clowning of Herbert in the Pan- 
tomime was better than we had a 
right to expect. Ilis song of “* Hot 
Codlings ” has not been equalled 
since the days of poor Grimaldi. 
The evening’s entertainment was 
highly gratifying to the numerous 
audience. 

Tue Potytecunic Institution. — 
This is one of the first places of 
amusement in the metropolis; it is a 
feast to the philosopher and a luxu- 
ry to the lesslearned; for while it 
delights the eye—it feeds the mind, 
and lifts the imagination on seraph’s 
wings to a boundless field of ex- 
panding flowers that shed their frag- 
rance on the heart, and the mind 
staggers at its own coaceptions, and 
reclines on the couch of study and 
basks in the beams of human inven- 
tion. The company that attend are 
very select and all appear to have a 
thirst for knowledge, whose enquir- 
ing minds find every question an- 
swered. On viewing the wonders 
exhibited at this establishment one 
should think the gods had consented 
to dwell among men. 





truly, this surpasses all, it is a fairy 
palace in reality, here we have an 
efficient band which fills the whole 
place with the finest music, some 
of the finest ever composed ; splen- 
did fountains, paintings, sculpture, 
cosmoramic scenes of the most in- 
teresting places in the world; mi- 
croscopic wonders, given inan amu- 
sing and laughable style; dissolving 
views; explosion of vessels under 
water; models; ocular delusions; 
Galvanism ;_ electricity; and the 
finest machinery and inventions in 
existence. Amongst all this, which 
must be seen to be appreciated, the 
mind revels in the elysium of its 
greatness, and no one can leave it 
without acknowledging their benefit 
and gratification. P 
Mecuanics’ Institution. — Mr, 
Wilson having succeeded so well in 


, giving his leetures upon Scottish 
to} So 


songs has induced many others to 


follow his praiseworthy example; 
amongst whom is to be found the 
celebrated vocalist, Mr. Edney, who 
is favoring the town withan entertain- 
ment called a Night with Dibden, 
and the naval song writers of Eng- 
land, with illustrations and _histori- 
cal notices, and original anecdotes, 
by Mr. E. F. Rimbault; the vocal 
parts are sustained by Messrs. Rob- 
inson, Shoubridge, and Edney, 
Miss Cubitt, and Miss Thornton. 
The anecdotes delivered by Mr. 
Rimbault were very amusing, and 
some of them told exceedingly well 
upon the audience; particularly one 
upon Stevens which created much 
merriment. The glee, ‘* We be three 
poor mariners,’ was beautifully 
executed, and was much applauded. 
“* Farewell to Spain” by Miss Thorn- 
ton, is a pretty ballad and received 
an encore. Miss Cubitt . sung 


| ** Wapping Old Stairs ” in a chaste 


We have read | 


and plaintive style and was encored. 
** Barney Buntling and Billy Bow- 
ling” by Edney created much laugh- 
ter and was sung a second time. 
“The Death of Admiral Benbow” 


of fairy palaces and fairy splendor | by Robinson was a gem indeed. 
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The whole of the Night with Dib- 


den was well and agreeably spent. 





COUNTRY THEATRICALS. 
From our Correspondents. 


Rocnestrr.—Mr. Betty made _ his 
first appearance here on Monday 
in the character of Richard IIL, 
and was nobly received by the au- 
dience. The impersonation of Rich- 
ard may indeed be termed the touch- 
stone of an actor’s merits. Mr. 
Betty seemed to feel the full force of 
this; the result was that he gave us 
as accurate a representation of the 
* crooked-back tyrant” as it is pos- 
sible to conceive, without overact- 
ing it. The tent and battle scenes 
told well with the audience, and 
they did not fail to bestow immense 
applause, On Tuesday Othello was 
played. Mr. Betty’s performance of 
this celebrated character, if not 
quite equal to his Richard or Ham- 
let, was a very forcible piece of act- 
ing; and here we must not omit to 
make honourable mention of Mr, 
Garth’s Iago. Mr. Betty’s perform- 
ance of Evelyn, in Sir Lytton Bul- 
wer’s play of Money, on Thursday 
evening, clearly showed to all who 
had the pleasure of witnessing it, 
that in light comedy he is quite at 
home. 

Epinsurcu.—Mr. Knowles’ five- 
act drama, ‘* the Rose of Arragon,” 
was produced here on Monday even- 
ing. Mr. Charles Kean played Alas- 
cor, the hero of the piece, in a ju- 
dicious manner — throwing aside 
much of that violence or furor which 
detracts from many of his perform- 
ances, all the more that it is evident- 
ly artificial. In this character he 
was throughout (excepting, perhaps, 
in the last scene) very natural, and 
comparatively subdued. We did not 
like Glover’s Almagro; it is a most 
revolting, and altogether a very ab- 
surd character; but we certainly 
think he might have given it with 
more energy. Miss Montague’s Oli- 
via was the most unexceptionable 
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piece of acting in the drama; she 
threw an extraordinary amount of 
high-toned passion and deep feeling 
into the character. Mr. Ray’s per- 
formance also deserves praise. 

Leamincton. — Madame Celeste, 
Strickland, and Webster, made their 
re-appearance at this Establishment, 
on Saturday last, in the Maid of 
Croissey, and the Child of the 
Wreck, before the largest audien- 
ces of this season, which is to be 
brought to a close to night, with the 
unrivalled attractions of Mrs, Fitz- 
william and Buckstone. In taking a 
brief review of the season, we cheer- 
fully admit that the management has 
introduced and retained a company 
composed of performers of highly 
creditable pretensions, for the pro- 
vinces. We have already spoken of 
the respective merits of Mr. and 
Mrs, Saville, and trust that we have 
done justice to the abilities of Mr, 
Chapman, who, as a comic actor, 
has gained a deserved succession of 
applause. Mr. and Mrs, Laws are 
also entitled to the warmest commen- 
dations for their happy conception 
of the various characters which they 
have sustained. 

MancuesteR.—The most interest~ 
ing feature of the week has been the 
repetition of Der Freischutz, (which 
we perceive is again announced for 
the last time.) However delighful 
dramatic music may be in the con- 
cert room, it still wants all the effect 
of situation for which it was origin- 
ally written. The effect on the part 
of a judicious management will 
create a new taste among us, one 
which will greatly add to the musi- 
cal education and enjoyment of our 
town. In all this we most heartily 
rejoice; it is another advance ina 
right path, a further approach to re- 
finement in the recreation of our peo- 

le. 
, The house on Tuesday was crowd- 
ed in every part, and we heard but 
one opinion from the musical friends 
with whom we conversed. Mr. But- 
ler repeated Tyke on this occasion, 
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count for this gentleman always 
playing tragedy, and never could 
make up our minds to believe he had 


| 
| 
| 
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the least ability to play the first | 


range of characters which he has, 
for the last four years, been study- 
ing; if he had spent one fourth 
the time in studying light comedy 
_ we maintain he would have 
een next to none of the present day. 
His acting is decidedly genteel 
comedy, his representation of Mat- 
thew Sharpsett was really much to 
be admired ; he had the grace, ease, 
and buoyancy of an Elliston ; it was 
a rich treat, and we do hope he will 
study this line of acting for the fu- 
ture; we feel quite sure it is his 
forte, and he will with study excel. 
Herbert and Collier were very droll, 
and could not fail to please. Of the 
ladies the least we say the better. 
Miss Rankley was tame—unusually 
80; we thought she was not well. 
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truly, this surpasses all, it is a fairy 
palace in reality, here we have an 
efficient band which fills the whole 
place with the finest music, some 
of the finest ever composed ; splen- 
did fountains, paintings, sculpture, 
cosmoramic scenes of the most in- 
teresting places in the world; mi- 
croscopic wonders, given inan amu- 
sing and laughable style; dissolving 
views; explosion of vessels under 
water; models; ocular delusions; 
Galvanism ; electricity; and the 
finest machinery and inventions in 
existence. Amongst all this, which 
must be seen to be appreciated, the 
mind revels in the elysium of its 
greatness, and no one can leave it 
without acknowledging their benefit 
and gratification. 

Mecuanics’ Institution, — Mr. 


| Wilson having succeeded so well in 


| giving his 


The clowning of Herbert in the Pan- | 


tomime was better than we had a 
right to expect. Ilis song of “ Hot 
Codlings has not been equalled 
since the days of poor Grimaldi. 
The evening’s entertainment was 
highly gratifying to the numerous 
audience. 


Tue Potytecunic InstituTion.— | 
This is one of the first places of | 
amusement in the metropolis ; it is a 


feast to the philosopher and a luxu- 
ry to the lesslearned; for while it 
delights the eye—it feeds the mind, 
and lifts the imagination on seraph’s 
wings to a boundless field of ex- 
panding flowers that shed their frag- 
rance on the heart, and the mind 
staggers at its own conceptions, and 
reclines on the couch of study and 
basks in the beams of human inven- 
tion. The company that attend are 
very select and all appear to have a 
thirst for knowledge, whose enquir- 
ing minds find every question an- 
swered. On viewing the wonders 
exhibited at this establishment one 
should think the gods had consented 
to dwell among men. We have read | 


lectures upon Scottish 
songs has induced many others to 
follow his praiseworthy example; 
amongst whom is to be found the 
celebrated vocalist, Mr. Edney, who 
is favoring the town withan entertain- 
ment called a Night with Dibden, 
and the naval song writers of Eng- 
land, with illustrations and _histori- 
cal notices, and original anecdotes, 
by Mr. E. F. Rimbault; the vocal 
parts are sustained by Messrs. Rob- 
inson, Shoubridge, and Edney, 
Miss Cubitt, and Miss Thornton. 
The anecdotes delivered by Mr. 
Rimbault were very amusing, and 
some of them told exceedingly well 
upon the audience; particularly one 
upon Stevens which created much 
merriment. The glee, ‘* We be three 
poor mariners,” was beautifully 
executed, and was much applauded. 
“ Farewell to Spain” by Miss Thorn- 
ton, is a pretty ballad and received 
an encore. Miss Cubitt . sung 
** Wapping Old Stairs ” in a chaste 
and plaintive style and was encored, 
** Barney Buntling and Billy Bow- 
ling”’ by Edney created much laugh- 
ter and was sung a second time. 
“The Death of Admiral Benbow” 


of fairy palaces and fairy splendor | by Robinson was a gem indeed. 
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The whole of the Night with Dib- 


den was well and agreeably spent. 





COUNTRY THEATRICALS. 
From our Correspondents. 


Rocnestrr.—Mr. Betty made _ his 
first appearance here on Monday 
in the character of Richard HL., 
and was nobly received by the au- 
dience. The impersonation of Rich- 
ard may indeed be termed the touch- 
stone of an actor’s merits. Mr. 
Betty seemed to feel the full force of 
this; the result was that he gave us 
as accurate a representation of the 
* crooked-back tyrant” as it is pos- 
sible to conceive, without overact- 
ing it. The tent and battle scenes 
told well with the audience, and 
they did not fail to bestow immense 
applause, On Tuesday Othello was 
played. Mr. Betty’s performance of 
this celebrated character, if not 
quite equal to his Richard or Ham- 
let, was a very forcible piece of act- 
ing; and here we must not omit to 
make honourable mention of Mr, 
Garth’s lago. Mr. Betty’s perform- 
ance of Evelyn, in Sir Lytton Bul- 
wer’s play of Money, on Thursday 
evening, clearly showed to all who 
had the pleasure of witnessing it, 
that in light comedy he is quite at 
home. 

Epinsurcu.—Mr. Knowles’ five- 
act drama, * the Rose of Arragon,” 
was produced here on Monday even- 
ing. Mr. Charles Kean played Alas- 
cor, the hero of the piece, in a ju- 
dicious manner — throwing aside 
much of that violence or furor which 
detracts from many of his perform- 
ances, all the more that it is evident- 
ly artificial. In this character he 
was throughout (excepting, perhaps, 
in the last scene) very natural, and 
comparatively subdued. Wedid not 
like Glover’s Almagro; it is a most 
revolting, and altogether a very ab- 
surd character; but we certainly 
think he might have given it with 
more energy. Miss Montague’s Oli- 
via was the most unexceptionable 
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piece of acting in the drama; she 
threw an extraordinary amount of 
high-toned passion and deep feeling 
into the character. Mr. Ray’s per- 
formance also deserves praise. 

Leamincton. -—— Madame Celeste, 
Strickland, and Webster, made their 
re-appearance at this Establishment, 
on Saturday last, in the Maid of 
Croissey, and the Child of the 
Wreck, before the largest audien- 
ces of this season, which is to be 
brought to a close to night, with the 
unrivalled attractions of Mrs, Fitz- 
william and Buckstone. In taking a 
brief review of the season, we cheer- 
fully admit that the management has 
introduced and retained a company 
composed of performers of highly 
creditable pretensions, for the pro- 
vinces. We have already spoken of 
the respective merits of Mr. and 
Mrs, Saville, and trust that we have 
done justice to the abilities of Mr. 
Chapman, who, as a comic actor, 
has gained a deserved succession of 
applause. Mr. and Mrs, Laws are 
also entitled to the warmest commen- 
dations for their happy conception 
of the various characters which they 
have sustained. 

Mancuester.—The most interest- 
ing feature of the week has been the 
repetition of Der Freischutz, (which 
we perceive is again announced for 
the last time.) However delighful 
dramatic music may be in the con- 
cert room, it still wants all the effect 
of situation for which it was origin- 
ally written. The effect on the part 
of a judicious management will 
create a new taste among us, one 
which will greatly add to the musi- 
cal education and enjoyment of our 
town. In all this we most heartily 
rejoice; it is another advance ina 
right path, a further approach to re- 
finement in the recreation of our peo- 

le. 
, The house on Tuesday was crowd- 
ed in every part, and we heard but 
one opinion from the musical friends 
with whom we conversed. Mr. But- 
ler repeated Tyke on this occasion, 
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in the School of Reform, drawing 
golden opinions from all present ; 
it is a performance which must be 
seen to be fully appreciated. But it 
was appreciated, and that in a man- 
ner which must be highly gratifying 
to this gentleman. 





THE DRAMA 
AND THE LEGISLATURE. 


WE perfectly agree in the able remarks 
of a contemporary that if it be deem- 
ed essential to the interests of socie- 
ty that theatres should exist, surely 
their government ought to be altoge- 
ther unmeriting of the lofty consi- 
derations of parliament. The laws 
at present operating upon theatres are 
the laws of a by-gone age, and whol- 
ly averse to the liberal spirit of the 
day. The consequence of this is a 
vicious style of drama in those thea- 
tres under the bars of government, 
and only existing indeed by the very 
force of public opinion; and a series 
of bankruptcies of the establishments 
encumbered with a patent A patent 
in these days to publish the loftiest 
emanations of the mind! Why not 
have as many patent booksellers? Mr. 
T. Duncombe has recently brought 
in a bill to relieve certain parties from 
penalties inflicted upon them by a 
transgression of the law in an unli- 
censed theatre at Liverpool. This 
bill goes for nothing, and is merely 
a temporary endeavour to tinker the 
cause. Last session a more compre- 
hensive measure was to have been 
brought forward by Lord Lyndhurst; 
it was then taken to Lord Mahon, 
and is now said to be in the custody 
of an M. P. who may probably bring 
it forward at the time of prorogation 
on the last day of the session, or 
early in theensuing one. Again, we 
say, if theatres be deemed, as they 
are, necessary by the state, why does 
not the state, by sensible laws, at 
least, endeavour to regulate them ? 


THE SCENERY OF KING JOHN. 
Act the fourth, scene the first; 





Room in Northampton Castle. This 
is well painted and exhibits a very 
interesting period in its architectu- 
ral ornaments; the door-way and 
window are very elegant, and in 
keeping with the general character of 
the Castle. 

Northampton seems to have been 
a favourite town with many of our 
earlier kings; Robert, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, had here an interview with 
his brother, Henry the first, for the 
purpose of adjusting their differ- 
ences, 

In the twenty third year of his 
reign, Henry kept his Easter festi- 
val; and eight years after, at a par- 
liament here assembled, the nobles 
swore fealty to the Empress Maude, 
as his nominated successor. In 
1138, King Stephen summoned all 
the barons and clergy to meet him ; 
and in 1144 here heldhis court. In 
the tenth year of Henry the Second’s 
reign, Archbishop ‘Thomas a Becket 
was commanded to appear before the 
council of state to answer the charges 
of contumacy and perjury. In the 
twenty-sixth year of the same reign, 
a convention of the barons, prelates, 
knights, and burgesses here met to 
enforce the Statutes of Clarendon, 
ever considered as the model of the 
present parliaments; and at which 
the King of Scotland, with the 
bishops and abbots of his kingdom, 
attended to profess their subjection 
to the church of England. On the 
death of Richard the First, John 
being in Normandy, a council of 
nobles here met to take an oath of 
fealty to him, and to support his 
claim to the crown. King John, in 
the tenth year of his reign, being 
displeased with the citizens of Lon- 
don, ordered his exchequer to be 
removed to this town; and in the 
thirteenth year of his reign, met the 
pope’s nuncios, Pandulph and Du- 
rand, by whom he was solemnly 
excommunicated; which circum- 
stance gave Shakspeare more than 
one scene for his play, 

Scene the second, Hall of State. 
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The architectural and artistical me- 
rits of this scene are so scanty, as 
not to deserve a moment’s consider- 
ation. 

Scene the third, Northampton 
Castle. This is a very interesting 
scene, representing the Castle, with 
a bird’s eye range of the adjoining 
country, through which the pretty 
Nen winds its way: in this scene 
there is a freshness gladdening as 
Nature herself, a reality not often 
acquired by the artist, which does 
him infinite credit. Of this Castle, 
Leland says, ‘* The Castel standeth 
hard by the west gate, and hath a 
large keepe. The area of the resi- 
den is very large, and the bulle- 
warkes of yerth be made afore the 
Castelle-gate.” There is little doubt 
of a castle or fortress being erected 
here during the Saxon and Danish 
dynasties, but of that building we 
have no authentic accounts. Simon 
de Senliz, first Earl of Northamp- 
ton, erected a castle in the reign of 
William the Conqueror; it was 
situated on an eminence without the 
west gate of the town, and was de- 
fended on three sides by a deep 
trench or foss, whilst a branch of 
the river Nen served as a natural 
barrier on the western side. In 
Henry the Second’s reign it was pos- 
sessed by the Crown; in the civil 
war of 1264, it was held by the con- 
federate barons, under the banner of 
the Earl of Leicester, whose son, 
Simon de Montford, was its gover- 
nor; it was won for the Crown by a 
ruse de guerre, in whose possession 
it remained until Edward the Third’s 
reign, when it was resigned to the 
sheriff of the county, in whose cus- 
tody it has since been held. In 
1593, Norden described it as in a 
ruinous state, since whose time most 
of the ruins have been levelled or 
swept away, and now only a few 
fragments of the foundation walls 
and fosses remain. ‘ The inner balli- 
um was nearly circular, and sur- 
rounded by a lofty wall, with bastion 
towers at irregular distances, This 
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was again encompassed by a dee 
and wits foss. A ballium, or on 
for the garrison, extended for some 
distance, and was guarded by an 
outer Valbun, with barbican, &c.’’ 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
Chit Chat. 


An opera by Pacini (the composer of 
Sappo that is now running its glorious 
course at Drury Lane) has recently been 
brought out at Palermo, entitled Mary 
Tudor, Queen of England. It has in that 
Romish country, led to much violence 
and bloodshed. The political allusions 
having excited great enthusiasm, the go- 
vernor interfered, and the result was a 
riot, the shutting up of the theatre, and 
the capture of the ring leaders for trial. 


Norma and I Puritani are up and ready 
for Easter week at the Opera in which all 
the great artists, Grisi, Brambilla, Mario, 
Fornasari, and Lablache, will appear, 


As Sheridan Knowles has again weild- 
ed his fine dramatic pen we wish him not 
at present tolayitdown. ‘“ Strike on the 
muse’s anvil while ‘tis hot,” is an approv- 
ed maxim of this prolific poet; for under 
the conviction of it Knowles has made 
some ‘ immortal hits.” Now, he once 
wrote Virginius—the first character in 
which Mr. Macready stamped himself as 
a fine actor—to this day the eminent tra- 
gedian of our times. Why does not, then 
Sheridan Knowles give us for Macready 
another Virginius? We unite with the 
“ gentle Elia,” the late Charles Lamb, in 
his earnest invocation :— 

“* Proceed, old friend; and as the spring returns 
Stillsnatch some new-old story from the urns 
Of long dead virtue.” 

The theatrical circles, far and wide, have 
during the last few days, been in a sad 
state of confusion and irritation in conse- 
quence of the visitation of Pasion week. 


Mr. Gaston who, it was believed, mar- 
ried Mrs. Honey, has contradicted the 
statement in all the daily papers. 


The new after-piece at Drury Lane for 
Easter Monday, is called Fortunio—it is 
by Mr. Planche, the author of many bur- 
lesque pieces of the same description. 
There are a variety of characters intro- 
duced. 


The Haymarket is now lighted with 
gas, and is certainly the most brilliant 








theatre in the metropolis. 
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Mrs, Grattan met with an accident in 
the Regent’s Park by falling from off her 
horse. She is now so far recovered as to 
be able to appear again before the public. 

The Wizard of the North, who so de- 
lighted the Public at the Strand theatre, is 
to make his debut at the Adelphi on Eas- 
ter Monday. 

Mr. John Cooper, of Covent Garden 
theatre, has been exceedingly ill, we are 
glad to state he is much better. 

We are informed that a number of chil- 
dren are to be introduced in the new piece 
at Covent Garden on Easter Monday, to 
astonish the whole town. 

We believe there is not the least founda- 
tion in the report that Mr. Betty has ac- 
cepted Mr. Bunn’s offer for Covent Gar- 
den. 

Mr. R. Honner has now given up the 
management of Sadler’s Wells, and Mr. 
Greenwood is the sole lessee of that fa- 
vourite establishment. 

To shew the importance of copying na- 
ture, it is related of Fornasari who is now 
running the extracrdinary tide of his de- 
served good fortune at our Opera House, 
that, in connection with his part of Beli- 
sario, not thoroughly satisfied with his 
own impromptu conception of the cha- 
racter, absented himself from the rehear- 
sals while at Madrid for a full fortnight, 
and resided during that period with a blind 
old man, incessantly occupied in investi- 
gating the phenomena of blindness, and 
its effect upon the external action of the 
human being. With this impression full 
on the mind he is now actually led from 
his dressing-room to actual representation 
on the stage, and hence its natural reality 
and awful grandeur. This it is for an ar- 
tist to study from nature, It has been 
justly and fairly rewarded. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Monta.—Miss C. Novello has a younger sis- 
ter who performed Annet in the Maid and 
the Magpie, about two months ago 

J. S.—Such things are, and it is a pity they 
are, if the manager has not got the money 
how can he pay? Ask your solicitor what 
course to adopt. 

A new Subscriber.—Apply to Gilbert, or 
Brittain, Paternoster ie. or Barth, Ca- 
therine Street, Covent Garden. 

J. Weils.—We are obliged,—a similar arti- 
cle appeared about last July. 

A Poet.—Mr. Batty, we believe, is the sole 

ne song of the new theatre. 
isdom.—The article is nothing more than 
a fabrication, indeed it is a libel. 


All communications for the Editor to be | 


forwarded tothe Printer, post paid. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


Standard Gardens, 
SHEPHERDESS WALK, CITY ROAD. 
H. Brading, Proprietor. ’ 
REAT DOINGS for the Easter Holi. 
days! when the Gardens, which have 
been re-decorated in a most tasteful manner, 
will be thrown open to the public. The in- 
terior of the Saloon has been beautified, and 
will be found to have a brilliant appearance, 
The splendid Fountains will be in full play. 
The Menagerie of beautiful Animals, The 
Waterfalls, Alcoves, Galleries, Promenades, 
&e. The whole illuminated by Thousands of 
Variegated Lamps, formed into various de- 
vices and Groupings; thus giving the idea of 
acomplete Fairy-land. The Performances 
will commence with an entirely New Spec- 
tacle, of intense interest, abounding with 
Splendid Scenery, Novel Effects, Terrific 
Combats, Startling Situations and Magni- 
ficent Dresses, entitled ZANONI, or the 
Female Brigand of Naples and the Italian 
Wife ; from a popular work, written by SIR 
EDWARD LYTTON BULWER. The 
New Scenery by Mr. Beaumont.—Machin- 
ery by Mr. Rowe.—Properties by Mr. Abel. 
—Dresses by Mr. Shoard.—The Music com- 
posed and arranged by Mr. F. Boulland, 
Supported by the whole strength of the com- 
yany, and several established favourites, 
The Surprising Somersault Throwers will 
go through the whole of their wonderful per- 
formances; to which will be added an entire. 
ly New Farce. ‘Yo conclude with the New 
Ballet d’Action, entitled Frolics of Cupid, 
or, Cabbages and Roses. Simple Simon, Mr. 
Paul Herring. A splendid display of Fire- 
works will terminate the evening’s entertain- 
ments. Managing Director, Mr.T. JONES. 
Admission Sixpence. 


Madame Tussaud’s. 

YAPOLEON’S CELEBRATED MIL- 

ITARY CARRIAGE, taken at Water- 

loo; room mayiificently fitted to show the 
decoration of the period, Engravings of his 
history, splendid Bust by Canova, the Cloak 
he wore at Marengo, the Sword of Egypt, 
the Standard given to his Guards, his Watch, 
gold Snuff-box, Ring, one of his Teeth, the 
Instrument that drew it, Tooth-brush, the 
Dress worn in exile, Dessert-service used - 
him at St. Helena, Counterpane stained wit 
his blood, &c.; the greater part late the pro- 

erty of Prince Lucien. Madame TUS. 
SAUD and SON’S EXHIBITION, Bazaar, 
Baker-street, Open from Eleven till Dusk, 
and from Seven till Ten. Great Room, 1s; 
Napoleon’s Relics and Chamber of Horrors, 
6d. ‘ 
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